What Happened to My Harvest?
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It's frustrating. You've been confessing that God supplies all your needs, but you're still broke. What's even more
puzzling is that you're a tither and a giver.

You know that God's Word is true and He promised to open the windows of heaven and pour out blessings you
wouldn't have room enough to receive. But...you still have plenty of room. You can't figure it out. You're
wondering, Where is my abundant supply? What happened to my harvest?

When God began teaching me about the laws of increase, He showed me there are reasons why some people fail
to reap a harvest and why others reap only a small one. If we'll give attention to those reasons - and make
adjustments accordingly - we can enjoy a bumper crop of God's blessings every time!

Failing to Sow Seed

The first reason people fail to reap a harvest is simple and obvious. But we can't pass over it because it's the most
common mistake people make. It's amazing how many people want to reap a harvest when they haven't even
sown yet. Jesus said, "Give, and it shall be given unto you" (Luke 6:38).

The Apostle Paul wrote, "He which sows bountifully shall reap also bountifully" (2 Cor. 9:6). Again and again in the
Scriptures, we see that sowing must come before reaping. Yet the number one reason why people fail to receive a
harvest is because they haven't sown!

They'll make confessions. They'll turn in prayer requests. They'll call hot lines. But when all that is said and done the
fact remains, if they haven't planted anything, if they haven't given anything, they're not going to reap a harvest.

Genesis 1:11-12 plainly tells us that every seed produces after its own kind. That's not only true in the natural, it's
true spiritually, too.

Galatians 6:7 says it this way, "Whatsoever a man sows, that shall he also reap." If you sow money, you'll reap
money. If you judge others, you'll reap judgment. Whatever you sow is what will grow into a harvest in your life.

As soon as my wife and | started practicing this principle, things began to happen in our life. For example, we
helped someone pay off their car. We made a payment for them every month for a year. Just a few months later,
we were able to pay off our own car. We sowed a $3,300 debt repayment and reaped a $15,000 debt repayment in
return!

Your tithe does affect your sowing. In fact, it's the key to your sowing being blessed. Malachi 3:10-13 says, when
you tithe and make offerings, God will open the windows of heaven and pour out such a blessing that you will not
have room enough to receive it.

Growing Weary

The second reason why people don't reap is that they get tired of waiting for their harvest and give up. God warns
us about that in Galatians 6:9. He tells us not to "be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint
not."

We have, however, a hard time waiting for "due season" because it almost always comes later than we want! Our
flesh is impatient. It expects to plant a seed today and reap a harvest tomorrow. But that just doesn't happen.
Spiritual things work just like natural things. A farmer knows it will take a certain amount of time for his crop to




grow. He doesn't try to rush the ground. He doesn't get on his tractor and drive around yelling, "Hurry up, crops. |
need a harvest now!" He just waits patiently because he knows his harvest will come in due season.

Many charismatic Christians, on the other hand, seem to think that the moment they sow, the ground will quake,
lightening will flash from the sky, and suddenly a massive harvest will shoot up from the ground. When that doesn't
happen, they just shrug their shoulders and say, "Well, | guess I'm not going to get anything."

Take your sowing seriously. Remember when and where you planted seed. Every time you think about it say, "I've
sown in that area and I'm expecting a harvest!" Then constantly watch for it.

Proverbs 10:5 says, "He that gathers in summer is a wise son: but he that sleeps in harvest is a son that causes
shame." Don't be a sleeping son at harvest time. Stay awake and reap the rewards!

Reap the Harvest

Reaping takes work. It requires action on our part. Just as a farmer doesn't sit around at harvest time expecting his
crops to march out of the field and into the barn all by themselves, we cannot expect our harvest to come in
without our help. Maybe you were hoping God would take the responsibility for it all. But He won't.

If you'll read the Bible, you'll see that even when God supplied spectacular, miraculous provision, He still required
His people to go out and gather it.

When the Israelites were in the wilderness, for instance, God poured food down on them from the sky. But they
couldn't just sit in their tents and wait. It fell in little flakes like snow and they had to take their pot and pick up
these little specks until they had collected enough to make bread. They had to reap the harvest!

Spiritually speaking, you will have to do the same thing. You have to thrust in your sickle of faith and lay claim to
the provision that's yours by right of the seed you've sown. You have to say, "l believe | receive my harvest in Jesus'
Name. Now go, ministering spirits, and cause my money (or whatever it is) to come in!" (see Hebrews 1:14).

In other words, you must reap by faith just like you sow by faith. Instead of just sitting around "waiting on the
Lord," you must become aggressive. You have to go after what's yours.

Mark 11:24 tells us how to do that. It says, "What things so ever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive
them, and ye shall have them."

Look again at that verse. It says you're to believe. Believe that you receive. It's not enough for you to believe God is
good and wants you to prosper. It's not enough for you to believe that your harvest is out there. You must believe
that you receive. In this passage, the word translated receive literally means "take." You can't be a timid soul and
be successful in the Christian life.

The Apostle Paul told Timothy, "Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life" (1 Tim. 6:12). When it comes
to enjoying the blessings of God that are provided for you, you have to wade in and lay hold - you have to be bold

to possess what God said belongs to you.

So get busy. Plant some seed in the specific area where you need a harvest. Stand strong, stay alert and awake until
due season comes. Then put in the sickle and take what God has given you.
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