
 

 

False Apostles - False Doctrines  
Scripture References 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT 
You Will Know Them by Their Fruits  

Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will 

know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree 

bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good 

fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will 

know them. Matthew 7:15-20   

 

Judgment Day 

Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of 

my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in 

your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew 

you. Away from me, you evildoers!’”  Matthew 7:21–23 

 

The End of the Age 

“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 

And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will 

rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. But he who 

endures to the end shall be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to 

all the nations, and then the end will come. Matthew 24:9-14 

 

False Christs and Prophets 

“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. For false christs and false 

prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. (The "elect" are those 

who have responded to the gospel message of Jesus Christ and have placed their faith in Him.) They have accepted 

His offer of salvation and forgiveness of sins. See, I have told you beforehand.  “Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, 

He is in the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe it.  For as the lightning comes 

from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.  Matthew 24:23-27 

 

For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision,  whose 

mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole households, teaching things which they ought not, for the sake of 

dishonest gain.  Acts 20:27 

 

Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 

themselves.  Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day 

with tears. For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.  

Acts 20:29-31 

 

Concern for Their Faithfulness 

Oh, that you would bear with me in a little folly—and indeed you do bear with me. For I am jealous for you with 

godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I 

fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the  
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simplicity that is in Christ. For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you 

receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted—you may 

well put up with it!  2 Corinthians 11:3-4  

 

Paul and False Apostles 

But what I do, I will also continue to do, that I may cut off the opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to 

be regarded just as we are in the things of which they boast. For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 

transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel 

of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, 

those end will be according to their works.  2 Corinthians 11:12-15 

 

Only One Gospel 

I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 

which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we, 

or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 

As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have 

received, let him be accursed.  Galatians 1:6–9 

 

…that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 

trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all 

things into Him who is the head—Christ.  Ephesians 4:14-15 

 

The Great Apostasy 

Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits 

and doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, forbidding 

to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who 

believe and know the truth. For every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with 

thanksgiving.  1st Timothy 4:1–4 

 

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 

boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, 

without self-control, brutal, despisers of good,  traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 

of God,  having a form of godliness but denying its power.  And from such people turn away!  2 Timothy 3:5 

 

Destructive Doctrines 

But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will 

secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift 

destruction. And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. By 

covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their 

destruction does not slumber. 2 Peter 2:1-3 

 

Doom of False Teachers 

For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of 

darkness, to be reserved for judgment; and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a 

preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly; and turning the cities of Sodom and 

Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward would 

live ungodly; and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked (for that righteous 

man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless 
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deeds)— then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under 

punishment for the day of judgment, and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of 

uncleanness and despise authority. They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to speak evil of 

dignitaries, whereas angels, who are greater in power and might, do not bring a reviling accusation against them 

before the Lord. 2 Peter 2:4-11 

 

Depravity of False Teachers 

But these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed, speak evil of the things they do not 

understand, and will utterly perish in their own corruption, and will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as those 

who count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime. They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions 

while they feast with you, having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, enticing unstable souls. They 

have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are accursed children. They have forsaken the right way and gone 

astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; but he was rebuked 

for his iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with a man’s voice restrained the madness of the prophet. These are wells 

without water, clouds carried by a tempest, for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.  

2 Peter 2:12-16 

 

Deceptions of False Teachers 

For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through 

lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error. While they promise them liberty, they 

themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage. 

For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. For it 

would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from 

the holy commandment delivered to them. But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: “A dog 

returns to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.” 2 Peter 2:18-22 

 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets 

have gone out into the world.  …and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not 

of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 

You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the 

world. 1 John 4:1, 3–4 

 

Contend for the Faith 

Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to 

you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. For certain men 

have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace 

of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. Woe to them! For they have gone 

in the way of Cain, have run greedily in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. 

Jude 3-4, 11 

 

Apostates Predicted 

These are grumblers, complainers, walking according to their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling words, 

flattering people to gain advantage. But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by the 

apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ: how they told you that there would be mockers in the last time who would walk 

according to their own ungodly lusts. These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit.   

Jude 16-19 
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The Loveless Church 

 I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested 

those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; and you have persevered and have 

patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become weary.  Revelation 2:2-3 

 

OLD TESTAMENT 
And it shall be that if you earnestly obey My commandments which I command you today, to love the Lord your 

God and serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul, then I will give you the rain for your land in its season, 

the early rain and the latter rain, that you may gather in your grain, your new wine, and your oil. And I will send 

grass in your fields for your livestock, that you may eat and be filled.’ Take heed to yourselves, lest your heart be 

deceived, and you turn aside and serve other gods and worship them, lest the Lord’s anger be aroused against you, 

and He shut up the heavens so that there be no rain, and the land yield no produce, and you perish quickly from 

the good land which the Lord is giving you.  Deuteronomy 11:13–17 

 

For all the gods of the peoples are idols.  1 Chronicles 16:26a 

 

But to the wicked God says: “What right have you to declare My statutes, or take My covenant in your mouth.  

Psalm 50:16 

 

Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; who put bitter 

for sweet, and sweet for bitter!  Isaiah 5:20 

 

‘For among My people are found wicked men; they lie in wait as one who sets snares; They set a trap; they catch 

men. As a cage is full of birds, so their houses are full of deceit. Therefore they have become great and grown rich. 

They have grown fat, they are sleek; yes, they surpass the deeds of the wicked; they do not plead the cause, the 

cause of the fatherless; yet they prosper, and the right of the needy they do not defend. Shall I not punish them for 

these things?’ says the Lord. ‘Shall I not avenge Myself on such a nation as this?’ “An astonishing and horrible thing 

Has been committed in the land: The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule by their own power; and My 

people love to have it so. But what will you do in the end?  Jeremiah 5:26-31 

 

And the Lord said to me, “The prophets prophesy lies in My name. I have not sent them, commanded them, nor 

spoken to them; they prophesy to you a false vision, divination, a worthless thing, and the deceit of their heart. 

Therefore thus says the Lord concerning the prophets who prophesy in My name, whom I did not send, and who 

say, ‘Sword and famine shall not be in this land’—‘By sword and famine those prophets shall be consumed! And the 

people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword; 

they will have no one to bury them—them nor their wives, their sons nor their daughters—for I will pour their 

wickedness on them.’  Jeremiah 14:14-16 

 

For further study, review those books of the Bible that were written specifically to combat false teaching within the 

church: Galatians, 2 Peter, 1 John, 2 John, and Jude.  

 


